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Animal Care and Assistance Fund
Animal Care and Assistance Fund (ACAF)
is a non-profit organization supported
by Pittsburgh Veterinary Specialty and
Emergency Center (PVSEC). ACAF’s mission
is for animals to experience a life of respect
and be free from unnecessary suffering.
The Rogan Rexford Animal Blood Bank is an
extension of ACAF, and consists of an
all-voluntary staff that is dedicated to
providing a humane source of the highest
quality veterinary blood products.
For more information or to schedule an
appointment, contact our Blood Bank:
Phone: 412-348-2588
Email: AnimalBloodBank@pvs-ec.com
Website: www.AnimalCareFund.org

Our Location
Pittsburgh Veterinary Specialty
and Emergency Center (PVSEC)
807 Camp Horne Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
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Daisy’s Story
Recently, our puppy
Daisy ingested rat
poison which caused
her to very nearly die.
The staff of Pittsburgh
Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Center
(PVSEC) saved her life through repeated blood and
plasma transfusions. Without a ready supply of
canine blood, we would have lost an irreplaceable
member of our family. We fully support the canine
blood bank because we cannot predict when one
quick moment will leave our pets in dire need of
lifesaving assistance. We will be forever thankful to
the wonderful staff of PVSEC for ensuring that we
enjoy many more years with Daisy.

“Pets Giving Pets the Gift of Life”

~ Nadine and Sean

Every day, sick and injured animals rely on transfusion
therapy. The need for blood products continually
increases. Please seriously consider having your pet
become a Blood Donor Hero.

www.AnimalCareFund.org
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When do veterinarians need
blood products?

Did You Know?

•

Common situations when blood products (blood or
plasma) may be used are with critically ill patients
with cancer, anemia, clotting problems, internal
parasites, heat stroke, or traumatic blood loss
(auto accident, bite wounds).
The Rogan Rexford Animal Blood Bank allows
veterinarians to treat their patients quickly
and safely with blood collected from volunteer
Blood Donor Heroes.
We need your help. Please allow your pet to
save the lives of other beloved pets and become
a Blood Donor Hero!

Dog (Canine) Donor Eligibility

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Between 1 and 7 years of age
(if 7 y.o. must have just turned 7 y.o.)
Weight: 50 lbs. or more
Healthy with a gentle temperament
Comfortable with handling by non-family members
Current with vaccinations
Never had a blood transfusion
Tested negative for blood-borne diseases
(free testing by blood bank)
Must be on heartworm preventative year round
Flea and tick preventative recommended,
but not required
Not currently in a breeding
program

Even if your animal doesn’t
meet these requirements,
please consider a tax – deductible
donation to the 501(c)3 non-profit,
Animal Care and Assistance Fund.

www.AnimalCareFund.org

My pet meets all of the 		
requirements, what’s my next step?
Step 1: Schedule a blood screening.
All dogs must be screened prior to donating blood.
Both screenings and donations take place at Pittsburgh
Veterinary Specialty and Emergency Center (PVSEC).
The screening process takes about 15 minutes.
It consists of a physical exam and a small blood draw.
The blood is sent to our laboratories to be blood
typed and tested for blood-borne diseases. Blood
results return in 4 weeks, and are then reviewed by
the doctor. If the blood results meet donor
requirements, your dog is eligible to be a Blood
Donor Hero. We will contact you to set up a donation
appointment. (All blood results will be faxed to your
primary veterinarian for your records.)

Step 2: Schedule a blood donation.
Donations are by appointment only. Owners will drop
off their pet(s) for a few hours. Many pets are calmer
when their owner(s) are not present, making the
process quicker and easier. Dogs should be fasted
10-12 hours prior to donating blood.
Procedure: The technician will lay your dog down on
his/her side on comfortable blankets, and clip an area
of hair over the jugular vein. Some dogs may require
light sedation. After preparing the area with a sterile
scrub, blood is collected through a needle into a sterile
collection set. After the donation, your pet is given lots
of TLC, treats, and water.

•
•
•
•

Dog blood types are classified according to a
numeric system which refers to the different
antigens found on the red cells. A canine donor
is routinely classified as DEA 1.1 negative or
positive.
Dogs donate 1 pint of blood per donation,
which is less than 10% of their blood volume.
One donation could potentially help 4 different
dogs.
Whole blood can be stored for 30 days and
plasma can be stored for up to 1 year.
Lyme positive dogs can still be donors, as long
as they show no signs of an active infection.

Rewarding Experience

•
•
•
•
•
•

Approximately $300 in blood tests at no charge.
This includes blood typing and comprehensive
blood screening.
A physical examination.
A Blood Donor tag for your
dog’s collar that identifies
your pet as a Blood Donor
Hero and displays his/her
blood type.
A Blood Donor Hero bandana.
Treats, toys, and other goodies!
Our heartfelt thanks for
your kindness.

Dogs in our donor program donate
about 3-5 times a year to make
testing cost-effective.
Donation appointments are scheduled
2-3 months apart.
Immediately after donation, the body
starts to replace the blood that was given.

